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To the Right Reverend Father in God, 


"FAMES Lord Biſhop of Lincols. 


MY LORD, 
FTE Conntenance your Lordfbip bas been pleaſed to 
| give me has emboldned me to beg leave that 'T 
may make this Addreſs, as an humble Feftimony of my 
Zeal to the Work. your Lordſhip has recommeded in a 
Circular Letter to your Clergy. p 
\» Charity,” indeed, is # Subje& worn ſo threadbave, that 
Fwifh it hawe not loft its warmth; and the frequent Oc- 
caſions of exerciſing it (which ſhould cheriſh and keep'it 
alrve among Chriſtians, that ought to rejoyce-in all: Qp: 
portunities of doing Good) been the canſe of its being too 
wich difregarded and ſhifted off. 1 
' For my own part, deſire it may not be thonght Vanity in 
me to declare, that my Sympathy, as well as the' ſence of 
my Duty, have engaged me to promote thzs pious Work 


| with all the AfeStion, wherewith T could at once expreſs 
and back your Lordſhip's Arguments, and my own to in- 


courage and ſet it forward, _ 

The Pariſh, under my Care, \ js both Por and Swall, 
and therefore not much to be expeSied from it ; tho Trhink 
1 tan ſay there is hardly Man, Woman, or _—_ but 

ave 


The Dedicarion. 
have caſt in their Mite. And ſhould the whole Nation 
ive but as much, in proportion to their ſeveral Abilities 
( as, I humbly beſeech God, All throughout may ) we need 
not fear coming behind the Proteſtant Churches abroad 
in Contributions toward the relief of our Poor Suffering 
Brethren. | 
To which purpoſe, T heartily wa this plain Diſcourſ 
may have an influence farther than I bad thought 
had T not had a Sermon now in the Preſs, Preached the 
laſt Tear upon occafion of His Majeſty's Proclamation a- 
gainſt Profaneſs, &c. which ſhould have been out a Quar- 
ter of a Tear ſince, but for the negle&+ (to ſay no worſe ) of 


forced to take it near two Months after the time he had 
engaged, by Promiſe under bis Hand, that it ſhould be 
Printed. So that now, it being thus long defer'd, I re- 
ſolved this ſhould wait on your Lordſhip at the ſame time 
with it ;' and humbly defire your Lordſhip to accept of 
both together, as a ſincere, tho' mean, Acknowledgment 
bow much-1 am, 


My. Lord, a 
Your Lordſhips Devoted and 
Dunsby, Faſter- | \ | PET, rg 
Tos. Gate _ *Obedient Son and Servant, 


CHA LIDGOVUBD.' 


one that was intruſted with it ; out of whoſe Cuſtody I was 


As 


FAST-SERMON: 


rx PET. W.X 


As every Man hath received the Gift, ſo Mini- 
ſter the ſame one to another, as Good Stewards 
of the manifold Grace of God. 


Hereis nothing more unqueſtionable than that 

| God has imparted to every particular Mems 
| ber of his Church certain Gifts and Graces, 
of the Ulſe and Imployment whereof he will 

one day exact a ſtrict and ſevere Account. Every true 
Chriſtian hath a Two-fold Vocation or Calling. The 
Firſt is General, To the Profeſſton of that Religion, 
which our Saviour and his Apoſtles have tranſmitted 
down unto us. The Second is more Special, To ſome 
particular Imployment, that may tend to the benefit 
and behoof both of himſelf and others. "This is what 
St. Paul means by the word, 1 Cor. 7. 20. Let every mar 
abide in the ſameealling, whirein be, was called ; and there- 
in doubtleſs, thor td: on that of another, 
he may render himſelf: very: beneficial to the good of 
his Neighbours 5 Far God hath given to every one 
ſuch a meaſure of Grace, as may make him ſome way 
B * uſeful 


D A FAST-SERMON. 
uſeful to the good of his Church, whether by gently 
admoniſhivg, his Fellow-members, when he perceives 
them going aſtray, or winning them over that are al- 
ready gone, by the example of a Holy and Virtyous 
Life. Which if every one of us. would but ſeriouſly 

4 conſider, we ſhould find, that, in whatſoever Station 
H we are, there is none of us all exempted from being, 
in ſome meaſare, ferviceable to God's Church and Peo- 
ple. As Provident and Careful Parents deal with their 

Children,they ſuffer them not tg live idly and {luggiſhly 

at home, to eat the Fruit of other Men's Labours, but 

do wiſely take Care that they may be fitted and enabled 
for ſome ſpecial Employment, whereby they may Eat 
in the {weat of their own brows, and become inſtru- 
mental to the common Good; ſo doth God deal with 
A his Family, his Houſhold, the Church. No Servant, 

no Son, but ſhall have ſome Employment ; for he will 


—L_ 


profitable Servants in his Harveſd, What then will be- 
come of thoſe licentious Libertines, that are ſo far from 
endeavouring the Salvation of others, that they are al- 
together regardleſs of their own Souls? or of thoſe 

- malicious Phariſees, of whom our Saviour complain, 
14:.:3.13 That they will neither enter into Heaven- themſelves, nor 
ſuffer thoſe to enter in that would? Whatſoever becomes 
of them, let it not be ſo with us; but,fince it is the part 
of every Chriſtian earneſtly to defire, and carefully to 
endeavour, the Spiritual Welfare of his Brethren, let us 
ſtrive to improve thoſe Talents, which we have recei- 
ved, to the Glory of Him that gave them, and to the 
Benefit of them that want them. As every man hath ye- 


Stewards of the manifold Grace of God. 
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1 FAST-SERMON 


That's the Sence ſome Expoſitors have thought fit to 
put on theſe words. 

Others, and among them the Judiejous and Learned 
Hammond, have adapted the ſence and meaning of them 
to the Duty this Day required of us, z7z. to Works of 
Charity, Beneficence and Liberality to our indigent 
Brethren 3 making it a continuation of the ſence of the 
preceding Verle; Uſe hoſpitality one to another without 
erxdging 5 Communicate of the gocd things God has 
beſtowed on you with a ready hand, and a willing 
mind: And 4s every man has received the Gift, that is, 
Wealth, or any other good thing, fo let him freely di- 
ſtribute it to others, who ſtand in need ;. that you may 
hereby approve your ſelves Good Stewards and Diſpen- 
ſers of that Plenty God has bleſt you withall 3 As good 
Stewards of the manifold Grace of God. And ſo we find 
likewiſe thoſe words interpreted 1n the verſe following: 
If any man miniſter, let him do it as of the ability which 
God giveth. If any man miniſter, that is, diſtribute or 
exerciſe Liberality to the Poor, as it is there Paraphra- 
ſed, let him do it in proportion to that Eſtate which 
God has given him. And fromthis ſence of the words 
I ſhall endeavour to excite your Charity to our Perſe-: 
cated Brethren abroad, after I have firſt handled them 
in the former, by ſhewing you ſome Reaſons, why we 
ought to advance the Spiritual good of our Brethren, 
by imploying thoſe Talents, thoſe Parts, thoſe Graces, 


- that Reaſon and Undet anding God has given us, to 


his Glory, and the benefit of thoſe who are not blelt 
with ſo great a ſhare. | 


os Bs My 
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I. 


My. firſt Reaſon for this ſhall be, becauſe it is a 
Duty God requires of us, Devt. 4 lo. wherein he not 
only enjoyns it, but promiſes to be himſelf an Inſtru- 
ment, an Agent in the furtherance of it. [will cauſe. 


| them to hear my words (faith he) that they may. learn to 


Gen. 4: 9s 


6::.19.16, Brother Without, that ſhould, as the Arge! did by Lot, 


fear me all the days they live on the earth, . and that they 
may teach iheir Children. This 1s what the Apoltle fo 
often inculcates 1n all his Epiſtles; as in that tothe 
Col. 3. 16. Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you: plemteouſly 


in all wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing one another ; and. 


in the 1 Theſl. 5. 11. Exhort one another, and edify one 
another, even as you do: So Heb. 3.13. Exhort one ano- 
ther daily, while it is called today; and again Rom.14.19, 
Let us follow thoſe things which concern peace, and where- 
with one may edify another. St. Peter, 1 Ep. 2, 5. Com- 
pares the Faithful to a Spiritual Houſe, whereof we are 
the Living Stones, which if not cemented together, by 
Chriſtian Charity, will ſoon turn into a ruinous heap. 
Every Man muſt bring ſomething to the building up or 


repairing this Houſe; and altho' the Paſtors of the, 


Church are the Principal Builders under our great Ma» 


ſter Chriſt, yet muſt weall in genera), and every one: 


in particular, contribute our utmoſt endeavours, not 
only by private Reproafand Admonition, by Exhorta- 
tion and Counſel, but eſpecially by our own good Ex- 


amples to reform what is amiſs, and not ſuffer Sin to- 


reign in our Brethren. So that every 'Man in- ſome 
{ence 1s, what Cain denied to be to Abel, his. Brother s 


keeper. And as God has placed within every one of us 


a Conſcience, as well to chide us when we have done e- 
vil, as to check our Jehu-like march, when we would 
run into Sin, ſo has hegiven to each of us a Friend or a 


call 
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call upon us and lead us, nay, enforce us out of Sodom, 


| out of the danger into which Sin would hurry us. And 


he that.doth truly and faithfully diſcharge this duty to 
his Brother, doth the higheſt and molt tranſcendent act 
of Charity in the World ; for he faves a Soul that was 
likely to periſh, and inftrumentally redeems his Brother 
from the jaws of Hell and the power of Satan; and not 
only ſo, but receives likewiſe infinite advantage to 
himſelf by the performance of this Duty ; For, befides 
his reward with God, and the comfort in his own Bo- 
ſom, he-engages his Friend to a return of Gratitude and 
Juſtice, and ſo begets the truelt Friendſhip, and the 
moſt indiffoluble tye of Amity that can be between 
Man and Vian. So that, he that performs this Duty as 


he onght, treaſures up to himſelf three of the moſt in-. 


eſtimable Jewels in the:World 5 Firſt, A'good Conſci- 
ence within 3 2dly, A true Friend without 3 3d!y, The 


favour of that God who hath enjoyned itz who, for 
our Reward, ſhall make us to ſhine as. the Stars for Wil: . 


dom in this lower Firmament, andfor tranſcendency of 
Glory in that. which is above. | 
Secondly, Let us praftice this doing of good to. our 
Brethren, becauſe we cannot expreſsour Love unto God, 
or our Thankfulneſs for thoſe Bleſſings we receive from 
him, better than by improving themto the enlargement 
. of his Glory, in the Converſion of others. Simon, thou 


- 


Ns 1.243» 
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vor of Jonah, loveſt thou me © then feed my ſheep, ſaith our "yp _ 


Saviour : Which words he repeats no cf than three * 


. times. Thrice he urges him-'to the ſame Confeſſion, 
faith $t. Chryſoſtorr, and thrice he conjures him by that 
Confeſſion to the ſame Duty; to ſhew, that as there is 
nothing wherein Chriſt is more joyed than in the wel- 
fare of his Church, ſo there is no better way for us.to 


de-- 
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__ _  demoviſtrate our AﬀeRions unto him, than by all holy 
Joh.13.35 means to endeavour the Salvation of each other. By 
this ſhall all men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have 

love one for another. | | 
11, - And thus, in the Third place, as it is the belt de- 


monſtration we can make of our Love to God, ſo isit 


likewiſe of our Love to our Neighbour. The greateſt 
Love that we read of among Men, is, that of a Father 
to his Son, and therefore is the Love of God himſelf 
Palm 103.Often ſhadowed out by that Love. As a Father pitieth his 
13. own Children, ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear hit, 
Now, how doth a Father expreſs his Love to his” Son? 
Surely not ſo much by Feeding and Cloathing him : 
This is the lealt part of the Duty incumbent on'Parents, 
and more properly belongs to the Mother than the Fa- 
ther; 'Tis the Mother's Duty to cheriſh and bring him up, 
but the Eather's to educate and inſtru® him, faith the 
great Philoſopher, in his Oeconomicks. The Love of 
the Father is moſt ſeenin the well modelling of his Son's 
Manners, which isa thing of wonderful importance, and 
for the moſt part of Immortal conſequence for, what we 
ſow inthe Spripg, wereap in the Harveſt. The Spring 
of a Man's Life is his Childhood, and what impreſſions 
are then made, be they good or bad, thoſe we gene- 
rally carry with us to our Graves, and what we carry: 
thither, remains on the Tally of Eternity. The firſt 
Token of the Father's Love to his Son 1s ſeen in the 
care he takes of his Education z; that the firſt impreſit- 
ons that are made on him, .be the fear of God, and the 
love of Goodneſs; and+ afterwards, as his Faculties 
grow more ſtrong and vigorous, he goes on to ſeaſon 
them with the Principles of Religion, the Precepts of 


Morality, and the DiQtates of Wiſdom and Proceany 
| n 


T@. — 
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And to this end he ſometimes Counſels and Adviſes 
him, what is to be embraced, and what avoided, what 
- js neceſſary for his well-being, and what ſuperfluous; 
what is juſt and haneſt, and what is not... Sometimes 
 he-ccomforts and encourages him againſt the Difficulties 
that may diſhearten himz and when he finds him neg- 
le&ive of his Duty, he changes his Countenance toward 
him, and firſt admoniſhes, . then rebukes, then threa- 
tens himz and if none of theſe wil] prevail, he adds 
Verbis Verbera, to words of reproof, ſtripes of Correon ; 
arid all theſe are but the Expreſſions -of his Fatherly 
AﬀeQion, an AfﬀeCion as infinitely ſurmounting that of 
- giving Fcod and Raiment, as the incorruptible Soul 

Joth the periſhing Body. Thus the higheſt Expref- 
fions of our Love, and the pureſt works of Chriſtian 
Charity,. are thoſe which have for their Obje& the Spi- 
ritual welfare of our Brother's Soul. To Inſtrutt the 
Ignorant, to bind op the broken-hearted, to reduce 
thoſe that are out of the way, to ſupport thoſe that are 
weak, ro reſtore with meekneſs thoſe that are fallen, 
to admoniſh, reprove, convince, and, as much as lies 
in us, to reſtrain thoſe that are wilful and obſtinate z 
this is the proper Language, and the moſt.perfe& De- 
monſtration of Divine Love. Non amatuy Seruns aut 
Filins, cum non corripitur, ſaith St. Auguſt. Think not 
that thou canſt love thy Servant, and not corre&t him, © 
thy Son, and not chaſtiſe him, or thy Neighbour, ;and 
Not reprove him. Nor eft. iſta Charitas, ſed languor's 
this is not.Charity, but fondneſs and ſtupidity. Fervet 
Charitas ad emendandum, ad earrigendum ; perfet Cha- 
rity burns with an holy Zeal, and will not be ſatisfied. 
till it hath wrought that CharaQer and Impreſſion of 


Grace 


yg TO ﬀ=oIFAST- SERMON. 
AT "Grace and Goodnets in others, which it hath received 
in it {\&lf. 


ly Father in any thing more, than in endeavouring the 
Spiritual Good of others; . without which, Man is fo 
anjike the Image wherein he wasmade,that he is but Jit- 
tle better than a Beaſt, preying only to fatisfie his own 
appetitez whereas Homo homini Deus, a good Man is a 
God among Men : For, as every Creature derives its 
Being from that incxbauſtible Fountain of Goodneſs 
that 1s in God, © the whole Univerſe is partaker of the 
. Charitable Man's communicated .Goodneſs. This is it, 


ſo properly Graces, as Blemiſhes and Deformities, not 
ſo truly Virtues, as Vanity and Emptineſs. Honour, 
. Riches, Beauty, Wiſdom, Knowledge, if not ſeaſon'd 
with this $2/t,do but putrefy and loſe their ſavour. Haſt 
1 CO 15: thou all Faith, ſo that thou canſt remove Mountains, and 
haſt not Charity, thou art nothing. Couldſt thou com- 
prehend in thy Memory the whole Book of God, and 
underſtand all the Myſteries thereof 3 couldſt thou 


Mar.25.2s. if thou enjoyeſt thoſe Gifts to thy ſelf only, If thou 
Luke 11. hijdeſt theſe Talents in the Barth, or putteſt this Light of 
BY thine under a Buſhel, what -is the World the better for 

thee? what account canſt thou give of theſe Graces 


Love is never idle, whereſoever it is, it is working; 
ſo that when once the Holy Spirit cf God hath made 
this impreſſion on our Hearts, there doth naturally, 
and necef{arily ſucceed an indefatigable .endeavour to 
propagate that Goodneſs in others, which God hath 

| 1Mm- 


IV. Fourthly, and laſtly, We cannot imitate our heaven- | 


Charity, I fay, ig is, that gives Life and Being to all | 
- other Graces and" Virtues, which without this are' not . 


ſpeak all Tongues, and unriddle every Prophecy, yet. 


to him, who hath intruſted thee with them? True 
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tha 


imprivted on our ſelves; and therefore, let us beleech 


God that he would Engrave the Characters of this 


Divine Love on our Hearts, That we may every one of 


ys, as we have received the Gift, miniſter the ſame one to 


another, as good Stewards of the manifold Grace of 


God. 

So much for that ſence of the words, as they fignifie 
the improvement of God's Gifts and Graces in us to the 
ſpiritual Benefit and Edification of others. 

I come now to-the other ſence of them, namely, 
That of Communicating the good things of this Lite, 
wherewith God has ſupplied us, to .the Releif and 
Support of thoſe, from whom he hath either withheld 


{ or withdrawn them;z that we would in this reſpet, 


according as every man. hath received the Gift, that is, 
his Portion of God's Bounteous Liberality, miniſter 
the ſame, that is, impart and diſpence of our Sub- 
ſtance roward others that arein want, as good Stewards; 
a5 becometh faithful Stewards, who are intruſted with 
God's various Mercies and Bleſſings to the ſame end, 


| of the manifold Grace of God, that 1s, of his Liberality 


in divers kinds, particularly, of the Wealth he has 
committed to them as Stewards, to diſtribute to them 
that ſtand in need of -it, ſaith the Learned Dr. Ham- 
mond, in his Note on the word Xaex; in that 
Place. 

And here we may obſerve, how that God in the 


. Allwife Diſpenſations of _his Providence has order'd 
it ſo, that we ſhould never 'want Objed&s to exerciſe 


our Charity upon ; ſome being Born in ſuch Eircum- 


ſtances, as daily to need the Aſſiſtance and Relcif of 


others ; ſome being reduced by the ſadden violence 


of Fire,” Water, Storms, Tempeſts, © Thunder, Light- 
o | C ning, 


a rmoneoaganio<.eni_s 
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i Tim. 1. 
1.9, 


Heb. 10. 
34+ 


Heb. 10, 


'ning, Rapine, and other ſurprizing Accidents from a 


plentiful Condition, to extreme Want and Poverty 
from being able to affiſt others, to ſtand in need: of 
that aſſiſtance themſelves: Some, by the cruel Ty. 
ranny of Mercileſs Men, to be driven from xzder their 
own Vines, and their own Fig-trees, to ſeek Shelter and 
Support in Foreign Countries, and that too for the 
ſake of God and his holy Religion, chuſing rather to 
endure and undergo the greateſt Hardſhips, than to 
arake Shipwrack of their F, aith and a good Conſcience 
which is the Caſe of thoſe who are this day recom- 
mended to. your Charity 3 who, if. Suffering for Righ- 


teouſneſs ſake, can-claim any Title to our Pity and . 


Compaſſion (ar d certainly we muſt diſclaim our own 
Title and Intereſt in Chriſt, if it does-not) may chal. 
lenge as great a meaſure - of our Commiſeration as 


_ ever any ObjeA did 3 they being ſuch as have kept -| 


their Faith intire and undefiled ever fince their firſt 
embracing the Goſpe], and that is longer than can 
be ſaid of any other Nation or People in the Chri. 


ſtian World 3 - and rather than they will now pallute - 
themſelves with Romiſh Idolatry and Superſtition, 


ſuffer not only z#ke ſpotting of their Goods, but even the 


being Exterminated and Baniſhed from their Native 
Soil, Enduring a great fight of afflitions, wandring in © 
32. 11, 38. Deſerts, and Dens, and Caves of the Earth ; herein 


coming not behind the firſt Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 


who were diſperſed and ſcattered abroad npon the Per- | 
Att.11.19. ſecution that aroſe about Stephen. On the mentioning 
of which, let me propound to you the example of that. 


Firſt Age of Chriſtians, how ready the Churches of 


Philippi, Theſſalonica, and Corinth were to relieve the 
Necelſlities of their Poor Brethren that were in Judea. 


Py 
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Of which we find St. Pay giving a large account in © 
the 8th. and 9th. Chapters of his 2d. Ep. to the Cor. 
How -that even #nder a great tryal of a iGions, when 
they were in great Diſtreſs and Poverty themſelves, 
they abounded in a chearful Liberality taward them; 
and even beyond what their Circumſtances would al- 
low them to do, they were willing of their own ac- 
cords, without being ſo much as called upon, to make 
large Colleftions for their Supply, that they did, I 
fy, without being ſolicited, voluntarily contribute 
what they wereable,nay,and morethan they could well 
ſpares to their power, ſaith St. Paul, yea, and beyond their , 


- And that ye may all here prefent abound in this Grace 
alſo, I need uſe no other,nor can give you better Encou- 
rzgement than the Apoſtle gives his Corinthians on that 
oecafion. Firi?. From the Example of Chriſt; For ze TI. 


V3 


' know ( faith he) the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriit, »-5. 


that tho* he was rich, yet for Fc Jakes he became poor, 
that ye thro' his poverty might be rich. As if he ſhould 


| have aid, To the performance of this Duty, ye can 


want no Morives, when ye confider the Example of 
Chriſt in his Dealings towards us, his Liberality and 


Bounty in exhauſting himſelf for us, fubmitting him- 


ſelf to ſo mean a Condition, that thereby we might be 


| Firitually enriched, as Dr. Hammond has paraphraſed 


thoſe words. 


| Secondly, From the Acceptance and Reward the 1I. 
chearful Performance hereof will meet with from God. 


For if there be firſt a willing mind (ith ne) __ © 
pred according to what a man hath; (\uppoſing a Man 
to do what he is able, that reſolution of his, if ir be, 
performed, that is, if he do Mas. to his Ts 

« all 


or. 8.3, 
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ſhall be well accepted and rewarded by God ;, as jt is 
again paraphraſed in that Chapter. And ſo again, ch, 
9.V.7. Every man, according as he purpoſeth in his heart, 
ſo let bin give, not grudgingly or of. neceſſity, for God 
loveth a chearful giver ; not with any trouble to part 
with it, or, as if it were extorted from him; tor the 
Liberality that God loves, and will reward,..muſt be 
ſach as is ſhewn with all alacrity and chearfulnefG, To. 
which there follows in the next verſe 
HI. A. Third Encouragement. God 3s able (faith he)-to 
make all Grace abound toward you, that ye always having 
all ſufficiency in al things, may abound to every good 
work. Which is a very good Argument to take a- 
way all fear and miſtruſt that ſuch Liberality may bring 
our ſelves into Streights, and. Want. (which is a-too 
common hindrance and check to Charity.,) God, ſaith- 
he, is the Fountain of all Plenty, and is able to. make 
this Grace, this Charity, this Liberality,- which you. 
ſhew to others, turn to the. increaſe of your own 
Wealth, by giving a Bleſling to.it, and making. it 
multiply to you, that it may become like Seed caſt 
_ into the Ground, to bring. forth the increaſe of as 
1” hundred fold, promiſed to thoſe that part with: any 
thing for his ſake, And thus every Alms you give, 
ſhall make you the Richer inſtead of the Poorer, as 
the Learned Dr. ſays on theſe words, bringing you 
by God's Bleſſing, ſuch a ſ«fficiency of all things, that 
Ju, may abound to every good work, that you may, - out 
of your abundance, be conſtantly able to ſupply others, 
and have enough for every Obj& of Charity that 
_ offers it ſelf to you. To which purpoſe. I muſt de- 
fire you to take notice of one thing more, which the 
Apoſtle, would have bis Corinthians conſider, in the 6th 


verſe 


—— 


. T the righteous forſaken, that is, the Liberal-and Bounte- 


Chriſtian Brethren, our Proteſtant Brethren, profeſling 


—— 
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yerſe, and that is, That be that jorerh jparingly ſhall reap 
ſparingly, and he that ſoweth bountefully, ſhall reap bounte- 
fulh. He that contracts his Hand, and gives not ſuta- 
bly to his comings in, muſt-expect the leſs from God, 
muſt not- took:for ſo great increaſe in his- Subſtance, 
ſo much ſucceſs in his worldly Afﬀairs, as-he who giv- 
eth more bountefully, and openeth his Hand as wide 
as his Cicumſtances wi!] permit. For, God witt moſt 
certainly reward Charity in proportion to the ſeveral 
degrees of it 3 and he that diſtributes moſt Liberally, 
ſhall beſure to receive the greater advantages from 
God, and that even in this Life, which is the ſtrongeſt 
Argument that can be uſed- evcn to the moſt worldly- 
minded 'Man that is; if ſo be he can but be convinced 
of the truth hereof, or, in ather terms, if he can but 
believe the word of God, which ſays alſo in the 112 
Pſal” He hath diſperſed abroad, he bath given to the poor, 
his righteouſneſs remaineth for ever, his horn ſhall be exal- 
ted with honour 5 ks generation ſhall be bleſſed; wealth — >. 
and riches ſhall be in his houſe. Nay, the holy Pro-. —3: 
phet makes it the Obſervation of his Old Age, that, 
ſo many Years as he had lived, he never ſaw,.either 
the Charitable Man or his Children Deſtitute. 1 have 


been young (lays he) and now amold, and yet never ſaw. _—_— 


V. B, 


ful Man (which is the truemeaning of the. word there) 
or his ſeed begging their bread. 

 Butnow, if, afterall that has been ſaid, the diſtreſſed: - 
and deplorable Condition of our Poor Brethren, our 


the ſame Religion with our ſelves, and even at: this 
time groaning under a moſt ſevere and heavy-Perſecu- 
tion-for the. Profeftion of that Religion 3 which, if God 

: had 


—— 
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had not mercifully and miraculouſly interpoſed, was, 
within theſe few Years, like to have been our own 
Caſe, Which is one of the Topicks our Reverexd 
Diecceſan, in his * Syſtatick Letter, has thought pro- 


Ki wey Dr. per to be inſiſted on, among others, as a fit Motive 


mond's to excite your Charity on their behalf z and which, 


Zo becauſe the time will not allow me to enlarge on, by 
"E122, way of Addition to what I have and ſhall offer upon 
2 Cor.3.1. this occaſion, I have thought meet to repreſent to you 
only in the words of that Letterz which are, indeed, 
ſo full and comprehenfive, that they can receive no 


advantage by wy amplifying and expatiating upon 


them 3 eſpecially, if you have been ſo attentive to 
what is there urged, as to give each Conſideration its 


due weight, If this, I ſay, will not move us: If the 


Example of the firſt Race of Chriſtians, when ſome of 
their Brethren were under Aflictions, and brought to 


great Diſtreſs in Judea, together with St. Payl's Encou- 


ragements and Motives to that Charity, which their 
own forwardneſs and willingneſs had in a manner ſu- 
perſeded and foreſtalled: If the holy P/almiſt's deſcri- 

*  ption of the Liberal Man's thriving Condition, toge- 
ther with his own experimental Obſervation of the 
truth and certainty thereof, ſofaf as he could make 
proof of it throughout the whole Series and Courſe of 

his Life, namely, That he never ſaw ſuch a One, or 

his Children after him, come to want © If all this will 
not-provoke and (ſtir up our Charity, our Liberality 

on this preſling occaſion z Let me beg of you, Be- 
loved, + | | 
IV. HIn the laſt place, In the bowelsof Jeſus Chriſt, that 
great Pattern of the moſt extenſive Charity, that ever 


was ſhewed, oor that ever Mankind was capable of re- 
| ceiving, 


\ — — a_ 
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IS 


ceiving, that you-would, when fach great, and, in a 
manner, irreſiſtible Objects offer themſelves, endea- 
vour to enlarge your Hearts in imitation of Him, 
whoſe whole Lite was one continued a@ of Chatiry ; 
He went about doing good, And who, the'more effcQu- 
ally to work upon us by all the Motives of Hope and 
Fear, has made our Charity the very Touchſtone, 
whereby to try us at the laſt Day. [mas an hungred, 
| and ye gave me meat, I was thirſly, aud ye gave me drink, 


Iwas a firanger, and je took me in, naked and ye cloathed.- 


mez come ye bleſſed, inherit the Kingdom prepared fur 
304; as you heard in the Goſpel appointed for this oc- 
.cafion. And, if we have fail'd of being thus Charita- 


ble in our Life-time, letus remember, that it will bein 


yain for us to expoſtulate with him in that Day, or to 
urge for our ſelves that we never dealt thus unkindly 
| by him, fince he has there given his anſwer to ſuch : 
Verily 1 ſay unto you, inaſmuch as ye did it not unto the 
leaſt of theſe, ze did it not unto me. The conſequence 
of which ind-heartedved we find in the next words, 
namely, That theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment, : 

In a word, To uſe an Argument ſutable'to the pre- 
ſent Seaſon, we muſt never expet to reap the Benefit 
of bis Croſs and Paſſion ( which we are this Week 
Commemorating) that great Charity of his in Dying 
for us, that we might Live with him hereafter, unleſs 


we endeavour to Live like him here. And like him. 


moſt certainly we cannot be, unleſs we exerciſe aQs 
of Love and Kindneſs one towards another; which 
then, if ever, ought to appear, when our Brethren 
ſtand in the greateſt need: of it. In vain do we call 
our ſelves Chriſtians, 'if we are not, ſenſible of each o- 
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Jam. 2, 
I5. 16, 


1 Tim. 6, 


Ke 


thers Wants and Neceiiities. Chriſtians are a body of 
Men, united under one Head, Chriſt Jeſus. Te are the 
body of Chriſt, faith St. Panl, 1 Cor. 12. 27. and mem- 
bers in particular. Now, if one member+ ſuffer, all the 
members ſuffer with it, ſaith he, vetſe before. And if 


we are Fellow-ſufferers with them; this muſt neceſſa- 


rily prevail with us, as far as we are able, to relieve 
them, ſince, in doing ſo, we relieve our ſelves. ' And 
in this ſence, he that loveth his Neighbour, loveth hine- 
ſelf, or rather, he that loveth himſelf, cannot likewiſe 
but loye his Neighbour. We have not a right ſence- 
of the Miſeries of others, unleſs it put us upon Works 
of Charity and Kindneſs toward them, Ir is not the 
wiſhing them in better Circumſtances, or ſaying, Be 
thou warm, or, be thou full, that will ſerve the turn : 
For, if a Brother or Sl de deſtitute of daily food, and 
one of you ſay thus unto them, ſaith St. James, notwith- 


ſtanding ye give them not ſuch things as be needful for the * 


body, what doth it profit * So that we cannot be ſaid 
to have any Compaſſion for our Brethren, .unleſs we' 


do effequally aſliſt themz and confider with 'our 
ſelves, what a miſerable. eftate we ſhould think 'our 


ſelves, were we, as they now are, driven. out of our 
own Country to ſeek our Bread 'in a Foreign Land. 
But, though even common Humanity might teach. us 
this, yet have we (till much ſtronger Motives and Ens 
gagements to it from the Word. of God; if ye will. 


but ſuffer this farther Conſideration, belide what T | 
have already urged, to take any place, and only once {ſay 


more allow our chiefeſt Intereſt and Happineſs to be: I hac 
ſo; for, by being ready to give, and glad to diſtribute, \Þ} & 


we lay up in ſtore for our ſelves a good foundation agait 
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Te rims to come, that we may. lay hold on Eternal Life. 
lay, God ſeems to ſtand ingaged, -in yindication of 


Nay gi 
[ his. Juſtice and. Equity , What we-thys Jay:,out, to 


pay. ,us.again.z which, is plainly. hinted fram-that;of 

the, Apoſtle, (ard. ic.:0t wwrighteops t0 forget: onr - wark FO 5-10: 
and labor of Love, which we ſhew for. his. names fake; as . 
if it: were a piece of unrighteeulne(s and ibjuſtice jn 
tim.. to. forget it. In a word, Unleſs we wilt dif- 
ownI[that, we have: any; Love. for, God, we. cannot 
forbear xelieving the _Necelſlities gf: /pup; indigentBre»: 
threnz fines the 'Apoſile: has made.this a ſpecial Mark: - 
ofour haying aq Love for. hims' Whoſo bath this world's, |. _ 
good, Aith he, @nd ſeeth bis Brother have need , ; qnd 15, " 
fugteth wp his bowels of compaſſion. from. him, bow dwel- 


» 7 


{4 hope; 1 ſhall. not need to. add. any; more. A 
ments, - and therefore ſhall only ' repeat this one: Re- 
queſt to you, that you would but make. their Caſe 


| your own, and thereby work in your ſelves a Fel- 


| low feeling of their Duſteeſs; which if you dan;orice 


W6Ly- ORE, Nay, even #he .PPOreht :among: you: 

deed upon that very. ſcore are the Holt __ 
Ir Condition) .a defirg af contributing the jutmpſt 

Egour alkance toward them: ir (i 24% 

_ Haud ignara mali miſeris ſuccurrere, Aſeo, ivras: the - 

fiying of Dido to the Sea-wrack'd Trojars; I have 


he/perſwaded tp. do , there myſt; naturally avidin 
ho 
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" Fad fo much. experience of Hardſhip my ſelf, that 
$1 cannnot but commiſerate the Calamities of others. 
JAnd even the meaneſt among us, ifthey have any 
on {7t by if they can but bring their Hearts to a 


of 


the greatneſs of thoſe. Sufferings aur Poor 
"I Bre- 


} 
d 
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' Brethren abroad now lye under, cannot but have 


one Mite toi: ſpare on that account. 'T ſhall urge- 


none to-do any: thing beyond their! Abilities; and | 


| I hope none will::ſhew themſelves fo tarrowthearted,: 


Prov. 19. 
17. 


and fo diſtruſiful »of-che*Divine Providehoe, tb do' | 
any thing fhort of ic; EE WT VEUL I NOUS: On 
It is indeed too plain an Argument that we dare: 
not- truſt Almighty God , when -we- cannot *per- 
. {wade-:our ſelves to part with any thing to'Chari- 
ty;; "for fear we ſhou}d/ hereafter ftand'in-need"of 
it' our 'ſelves. © Know je nor” that be that "piveth"ts' 
the. Popr', Tendeth\'t0\ the 'Lord 2 And can we hope 


. to put out our Money to better Intereſt;,- or -de- 


' fire a more  Reſpouſible: Debtor ?-- who: does af 


ways moſt certainly repay us (even © in; this Life; 


which there is'nio' Man but may find out by his own. 
experience; that has! but the Grace and the Gratitude 
to make the Obſervation. 454 TI 


E ſhalt-conclude all with an earneft Petition+0 AL 
mighty: God,' 'that'| the unuſual *Prefſingneſs* of this 
Extraordinary -Occafion may render all T have utge# 
the more! effeftual, and make ſo much the” deepe 
impreſſion / on your Hearts 5' ſhutting up” 'what*F. 
have ſaid with that moſt Excellent” Colle& inthe 
Church-Liturgy, oo 0 KY OVER 
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FY Lord, who haſt taught ns that all our 
5 | Porngs without Charity are nothing worth, 
; Y ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour into our 
> | Hearts that moſt Excellent Gift of Charity, 
the very bond of Peace and of all Virtues, 
| without which, whoſoever liveth 3s counted 
dead before Thee. Grant this for thy only Son 
Teſs Chriſt s ſake. Amen, 


